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Olu Oguibe

Olu Oguibe è uno scrittore e artista multimediale il cui lavoro si ritrova spesso a cavallo fra il
formalismo minimalista e l’impegno sociale. Sue opere sono state ampiamente esposte in gallerie
e musei, così come in biennali e triennali. Ha inoltre realizzato diversi interventi di arte pubblica
in molti paesi: fra i più importanti si distingue il Monumento agli Stranieri e ai Rifugiati, una scultura
pubblica eretta a Kassel in Germania nel 2017, e che ha ricevuto il premio Arnold Bode Preis in
occasione di documenta 14.
Nel corso della sua carriera Olu Oguibe ha collaborato con personalità autorevoli della cultura come
Salah Hassan, con il quale ha curato nel 2001 la mostra Authentic/Ex-centric alla Fondazione Levi
nell’ambito della 49° Biennale di Venezia, Bonaventure Soh Bejeng Ndikung, tra i curatori di
documenta 14, e Okwui Enwezor, dalla cui sinergia con Oguibe e Hassan nacque nel ‘94 la rivista
NKA:  Journal of Contemporary African Art, oltre a diversi interventi curatoriali e pubblicazioni
significative.
Olu Oguibe è stato Docente di Pittura alla University of Connecticut fino al 2017, quando si è dimesso
per dedicarsi a tempo pieno alla pratica artistica.

Olu Oguibe is a writer and multimedia artist whose work often straddles the line between minimalist 
formalism and social engagement. His works have been widely exhibited in galleries and museums,
as well as in biennials and triennials. He has also realised various public art interventions in many 
countries: among the most prominent is the Monument to Foreigners and Refugees, a public
sculpture erected in Kassel, Germany in 2017, and which received the Arnold Bode Preis award
at documenta 14.
In the course of his career, Olu Oguibe has collaborated with influential cultural figures such as
Salah Hassan, with whom he curated the 2001 exhibition Authentic/Ex-centric at the Fondazione
Levi as part of the 49th Venice Biennale, Bonaventure Soh Bejeng Ndikung, one of the curators of
documenta 14, and Okwui Enwezor, whose synergy with Oguibe and Hassan led to the creation
in 1994 of the magazine NKA: Journal of Contemporary African Art, as well as various curatorial
interventions and significant publications.
Olu Oguibe was Professor of Painting at the University of Connecticut until 2017, when he resigned
to devote himself full-time to art practice.
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Olu Oguibe
BOCHUM II, 2023 

Acrylics on Fabriano Watercolor Paper 
142 x 147 cm
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Olu Oguibe
 M23-I, 2023

Acrylics on Acid-free Fabriano Watercolor Paper
142 X 153 cm
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Olu Oguibe
 M23-II, 2023

Acrylics on Fabriano Watercolor Paper
142 x 160 cm
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Olu Oguibe
 M23-III, 2023

Acrylics on Fabriano Watercolor Paper
142 x 147 cm 
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Olu Oguibe
 M23-IV, 2023

Acrylics on Fabriano Watercolor Paper
160 x 141 cm
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Olu Oguibe
UNTITLED, 2019

tavolo in legno e vetro,
180,5 x 60 x H 92 cm
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Olu Oguibe
ALTAR FOR OLABISI SILVA, 2019

steel
3 elements, Diam44cm, H102 cm
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Olu Oguibe
COMPOSITION WITH BLUE, RED AND YELLOW, 2019

 mixed media
site specific installation

H88cm, W25cm, L52 cm
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Olu Oguibe
COMPOSITION WITH RED STOOL - HOMENAJE A DANILO, 2019

 mixed media
site specific installation

H221cm
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Olu Oguibe
 FORMS WITH BLUE TOWER, 2019

 steel
site specific installation

H123cm, W105cm, L50 cm
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Olu Oguibe
UNTITLED, 2019

Watercolor on paper
80 x 112 .cm
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Olu Oguibe
UNTITLED, 2019

Watercolor on paper
80 x 112 cm

Euro + VAT
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Education:
PhD, Art History, University of London, 1992

Selected Honors, awards and Fellowships:
2017 Arnold Bode Prize for documenta 14
2013 Fulbright Award to Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India (Declined)
2013 Governor’s Award for Excellence and Lifetime Achievement, State of Connecticut
2006 Senior Fellowship, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC
2001, 2002 Senior Fellowship, Vera List Center for Art and Politics, The New School
1998 Resident Fellowship, Rockefeller Foundation Bellagio Center, Bellagio, Italy

Solo Show:

2020  Olu Oguibe ,Galerie Kandlhofer ,Vienna, Austria
2019 Cuba Project, Galleria Giampaolo Abbondio, Milano
2014 Olu Oguibe - iPad Prints, Real Art Ways - Hartford, CT, US
2010 Olu Oguibe, Real Art Ways - Hartford, CT, US
2002 Olu Oguibe, Newman Popiashvili, New York City, NY, US
1994 Roslyn Oxley9 Gallery, Sydney

Group Show:
2023 O Quilombismo, Haus der Kulturen der Welt, Berlin
2022 Rewinding Internationalism, Scenes from the’90, Today, Van Abbe Museum, Netherlands

A Different Now is Close Enough to Exhale on You, Goodman Gallery, Cape Town ,Cape 
Town, Johannesburg, South Africa

2021 12th Edition Sonsbeek, Sonsbeek International Sculpture Exhibition, Arnhem, Netherlands
2019 13th Bienal de la Habana: La costrucciòn de lo posible, La Bienal de La Habana, Cuba
2018 Feedback: Art, Africa and the 1980s ,Iwalewahaus ,Bayreuth, German

RuhrTriennale, North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany
2017 Documenta 14, Benaki Museum of Greek Culture, Athens, Greece

Documenta 14, Kassel, Germany
2016 11th Shanghai Biennial, Shanghai, China
2015 Arte contemporanea na Colecao Sindika Dokolo - You love Me, You Love M…, Municipal 

Gallery Almeida Garrett, Porto, Portugal
2013 The Art of Translation: The Simon Ottenberg Gift of Modern and Contemporary Nigerian Art. 

Newark Museum of Art, Newark, NJ, US
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The poetic line, Makerere Art gallery, Kampata, Uganda
2010 Outsight Inn, Rupert Ravens Contemporary, Newark, NY, US
2009 International Incheon Women Artist’s Biennale, Icheon, South Korea
2008 Speak to Me: The ConnecticutBiennal 2008, The Mattatuck Museum Arts&History Center, 

Waterbury, Connecticut, US
2007 52nd Venice Biennale, Africa Pavilion

Shadow Show, Real Art Ways, hartford, CT, US
Equatorial Rhytms, Stenersenmuseet, Oslo, Norway
In the Color Line, Jack Shainman Gallery, New York, NY, US

2006 Report (Not Announcement), Basis voor Actuele Kunst, BAK, Utrecht, Netherlands
Trienal de Luanda, Luanda, Angola

2005 Anyang Public Art Project, Anyang, Korea
2004 Black President - The Art and Legacy of Fela Anikulapo - Kuti. Cincinnati Contemporary Art 

Center (CAC). Cincinnati, OH, US
Camoufleurs, Kunstverein Springhornhof, Neuenkirchen, Germany
Global Priority, San Francisco Arts Commision Gallery, San Francisco, CA, US
Busan Biennale 2004, Busan, South Korea

2003 Whitney Museum of American Art, New York
2nd Biennial of Ceramics in Contemporary Art, Liguria Italy
Black President - The Art and Legacy of Fela Anikulapo - Kuti, New Museum, New York, NY, US 
The African Exile Museum, Migros Museum fur Gegenwartskunst, Zurich, Switzerland
Next Flag - Reexistencia Cultural Generalizada, BPS22, Musee d’art de la Province de Hai-
naut, Charleroi, Belgium

2002 Family, The Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum, Ridgefield, CT, US
Binary Code, Akus Gallery, Eastern Connecticut State Univesity, Willimantic, CT, US

2001 Mirror’s Edge, Kunsthal Charlottenborg, Copenhagen, Denmark
Benefit 2001 Raffle, Momenta Art, New York, NY, US
Mirror’s Edge, Tramway, Glasgow, Scotland, UK

2000 Greater New York PS1 New York
7th Bienal de La HAbana 2000, Havana, Cuba
Echigo-Tsumari Art Triennal 2000, Nigata-ken, Japan
Mirror’s Edge, Castello di Rivoli, Turin, Italy
Continental Shift, Ludwig Forum fur Internationale Kunst, Aachen, Germany
Insertion: Self and Other, Apexart, New York, NY, US

1999-2000 Mirror Edge of Awareness  World Health Organization Headquartiers, New York, SESC 
Pompeia, San Paulo, Brazil, Palazzo della Triennale Milano

1998 The Poetics of Line - Seven Artist of the Nsukka Group, Nigeria, National Museum of African 
Art, Smithsonian Institute, Washington DC, US

1997 Trasforming the Crown: African, Asian and Caribbean Artist in Britain 196…, Bronx Museum 
of Arts, The studio Museum in Harlem an Caribbean Cultural Center, New york, NY, US
CROSS/ING: Time, Space, Movement, USF Contemporary Art Museum, Tampa, FL, US

1997 2nd Johannesburg Biennale, Johannesburg, South Africa
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1996 Interzones Kunstforeningen GL Strand, Copenhagen, Denmark
Kunstforeningen, Copenhagen
Uppsala Konstmuseum, Uppsala, Sweden
Malmo Kunsthalle, Sweden
Setagaya Art Museum. Tokyo, Japan
nstitute of Contemporary Arts, Johannesburg, South Africa
University Galleries, Gainesville, Florida

1995-96 Seven Stories about Modern Art in Africa, Whitechapel Gallery, London Malmo Kunsthal
le, Sweden

1995 An inside Story: African Art of Our Time, Setagaya Art Museum, Tokyo, Japan
Contemporary Art Museum, University of South Florida, Tampa, Florida

1995 Whitechapel Art Gallery, London
1986 - 1994 Solo and Group Exhibitions and Projects in Africa and Europe


